



TEACHING: PARABLE OF THE SOWER 

Background help : The listeners to the original story would have recognised the image of 
the sower, walking up and down the freshly tilled soil, throwing the seeds as he walked. 
They would also have known of the rocky ground that the Holy Land is built on, making it 
difficult for the roots to take hold deeply. This message would have been clear to them: 
“what state is your heart in?” 


Remember that, as a parent, you are like the sower from the story. Every time you teach 
the children about God and His ways, you are sowing seeds in their hearts. Of course, it 
isn’t easy to know the condition of their hearts. Some days it just feels like we are sowing 
on the path! It can be frustrating when it seems that they are not listening. Remember that 
you must still sow those seeds. It is up to God to prepare their hearts, and we should just 
continue to show them God’s life-changing truths. Indeed, the soil is actually as important 
as the seed! 


This week we hope it will help to show the children that they should be like the good soil. 
Pray for God to prepare the ‘soil’ of the children’s hearts so that as they hear Jesus’ 
parable, they can respond by faith. 


Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZEO_Ls2ERs&t=92s


Chat: Need a Bible and a piece of paper.


Recap the types of soil from Mark 4.1-8. 

Explain that Jesus always had a meaning for the stories he told. What kinds of people 
would have hearts like the soils from the story? Divide a large piece of paper/ wall paper 
strip into 4 sections and label them “path”; “stones”; “thorns” and “good soil”. This could 
be done in small groups, with a leader in each group to help. As you read the parable, 
pause to allow children to write ideas into the 4 sections of the sorts of people it might 
talk about. 

Read them the rest of the parable from Mark 4.14-20. 


Dear parents / Caregivers to help with the current situation we are aiming to help you as 
much as we can. Each week we are aiming to have a PDF with some teaching ideas and 
also links to help you open the bible together as well as ask questions. There is also a 
colouring/activity sheet for you to print out.


Let us know what works and what doesn’t. We are also aiming to say Hi to the kids at 
different points.


Please know we are praying for you all at this hard / confusing / tricky time


RICK AND THE TEAM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZEO_Ls2ERs&t=92s


Jesus told them: What the farmer is spreading is really the message about the kingdom. 
The seeds that fell along the road are the people who hear the message. But Satan soon 
comes and snatches it away from them. 

Ask: What people might these be? The children should fill in their ideas. Examples like 
those will not listen and brush off what you tell them about Jesus. People who are just not 
interested in coming to church, Christian clubs or even just hanging out with Christians. 


The seeds that fell on rocky ground are the people who gladly hear the message and 
accept it right away. But they don’t have any roots, and they don’t last very long. As soon 
as life gets hard or the message gets them in trouble, they give up. 


Ask: what kind of people might these be like? The children should fill in their ideas. These 
are people who listen and do what God says straight away. They might have been 
baptised, or have done amazing things for God, but they have fallen away. 


The seeds that fell among the thorn bushes are also people who hear the message.But 
they start worrying about the needs of this life. They are fooled by the desire to get rich 
and to have all kinds of other things. So the message gets choked out, and they never 
produce anything. 


Ask: What kind of people might these be like? They should fill in their ideas. People who 
are too worried about their life, their social media accounts, their appearance, or activities 
that they are involved in, that they won’t listen to ideas about coming to church etc. 


The seeds that fell on good ground are the people who hear and welcome the message. 
They produce thirty or sixty or even a hundred times as much as was planted. 


Ask: What kinds of people might Jesus refer to as ‘good soil’? They should write their 
ideas in the section. These are people who will grow in the Lord. They will listen, study the 
Bible and learn, and be baptised. These are faithful in also telling their friends about God. 


Look at the 4 sections together and ask them to think about what sort of person they are 
at the moment. What might need to change? 


QUESTIONS FOR THE WEEK  

1. What kind of soil were you most like before today?What will you need to do to 
become like the ‘good soil’ from the story? 


2. Which ‘seeds of God’s word’ will you sow this week? 



